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(57) A transmitting apparatus adds a common pilot 
symbol and known series for each data slot of a subcar- 
rier group. A receiving apparatus combines SIR calcu- 
lation values obtained for each subcarrier group, and av- 



erages the SIR calculation values. Based on this ; it is 
possible to obtain a high-precision SIR calculation value 
even when there is a level fluctuation such as shadow- 
ing. 
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Description 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

[0001 ] The present invention relates to a mobile com- 
munication system that employs a multicarrier CDMA S 
a multicarrier CDMA transmitting apparatus (hereinaf- 
ter, "transmitting apparatus"), and a multicarrier CDMA 
(Code Division Multiple Access) receiving apparatus 
(hereinafter, "receiving apparatus"). The present inven- 
tion relates, more particularly, to a transmitting appara- 
tus and a receiving apparatus that are used in a frequen- 
cy selective fading transmission line. 

BACKGROUND ART 

£0002] A conventional mobile communication system 
that employs a multicarrier CDMA is explained below. 
Transmitting and receiving apparatuses of a mobile 
communication system according to a multiple access 
system using a multicarrier CDMA system are described 
in : for example, "Comparison of characteristics between 
the SC (Single Carrier)/DS (Direct Spread)-CDMA, MC 
(Multi Carricr)/DS-CDMA : and MC-CDMA systems in 
the down link broadband radio packet transmission, The 
Institute of Electronics, Information and Communication 
Engineers, Technical Report of JEICE RCS99-130, pp. 
63-70, October 1999", and "Overview of Multicarrier 
CDMA, IEEE Communications Magazine, pp. 126-133, 
December, 1997". 

[0003] Fig. 14 shows a structure of the conventional 
multicarrier CDMA transmitting apparatus described in 
the above literatures. In Fig. 14, a reference numeral 
201 denotes a serial to parallel converter (S/P), 202-1 , 
202-2, and 202-n denote a first, a second, and an 
N scg (= n H n subcarrier group modulation processors re- 
spectively, 203-1, 203-2, and 203-n denote multi- 
plexers respectively 204 denotes an inverse Fourier 
transform calculator, 205 denotes a guard interval (Gl) 
adder, 206 denotes a frequency converter, and 207 de- 
notes an antenna. In the subcarrier group modulation 
processors 202-1, 202-2, and 202-n, reference nu- 
merals 211-1, 211-2, and 211-n denote slot genera- 
tors respectively, 212-1, 212-2 and 212-n denote 

copying sections respectively, 213-1, 213-2, and 

213- k denote information modulators respectively, and 

214- 1, 214-2, and 214-n denote spread spectrum 
sections respectively. 

[0004] Fig. 15 shows a structure of the conventional 
multicarrier CDMA receiving apparatus described in the 
above literatures. In Fig. 15, a reference numeral 301 
denotes an antenna, 302 denotes a frequency convert- 
er, 303 denotes a guard interval (Gl) remover, 304 de- 
notes a Fourier transform calculator, 305-1, 305-2, 
305-3, and 305-m denote common pilot extractors 
respectively, 306 denotes a by-subcarrier channel esti- 
mator, 307 denotes a delay unit, 308-1 , 308-2, 308-3, 
and 308-m denote fading compensating sections re- 



spectively, 309 denotes an inverse spread spectrum 
section, 310 denotes a parallel to serial converter (P/S), 
and 311 denotes a data deciding section. 
[0005] The operations of the conventional multicarrier 
5 CDMA transmitting and receiving apparatuses are ex- 
plained below. Data transmission and reception be- 
tween a base station and a plurality of terminals is as- 
sumed. 

[0006] First, the operation of the transmitting appara- 
10 tus is explained; Transmission data to be transmitted to 
an optional terminal is input to the serial to parallel con- 
verter 201 , which converts the data into parallel data of 
a parallel number N scg (that is, a predetermined integer). 
The parallel data reach the subcarrier group modulation 
'5 processors 202-1 to 202-n respectively. All of the first to 
the N scg -th subcarrier group modulation processors 
carry out the same signal processing for each subcarrier 
group. Therefore, the operation of the first subcarrier 
group modulation processor 202-1 is explained here, 

20 and the explanation of the operation of the rest of the 
subcarrier group modulation processors is omitted. 
[0007] Of the parallel data output from the serial to 
parallel converter 201 , the first data series is input to the 
subcarrier group modulation processor 202-1 . The slot 

25 generator 211-1 divides the received data series into 
N data> and adds a common pilot symbol to the header of 
each of the divided data, thereby to prepare a frame of 
one data slot or N data slots. Fig. 1 6 shows a frame for- 
mat of a subcarrier unit. As shown in this drawing, the 

30 data slot consists of a pilot symbol portion (that is, a 
known series), and a data portion. 
[0008] The copying section 212-1 receives the data 
slot of the first subcarrier group, copies the frame by a 
predetermined number of subcarriers N sub (= m), and 

35 prepares the data slots of the N sub subcarriers. Fig. 17 
shows in detail a structure of, for example, the copying 
section 212-1. The copying section 212-1 outputs the 
N S ub data s,ots t0 tn e information modulator 21 3-1 . Oth- 
er copying sections have structure similar to that of the 

40 copying section 212-1. 

[0009] Fig. 1 8 shows in detail a structure of, for exam- 
ple, the information modulator 213-1 . In Fig. 18, refer- 
ence numerals 221-1, 221-2,..., and 221-m denote 
QPSK modulators respectively. The information modu- 

^ lator 213-1 receives the N sub data slots, and the QPSK 
modulators 221 -1 to 221 -m carry out QPSK modulation 
of the corresponding data slots, thereby to prepare N^ 
information-modulated subcarrier signals. The informa- 
tion modulator 21 3-1 outputs the N sub information-mod- 

so ulated subcarrier signals to the spread spectrum section 
214-1. Other information modulators have structure 
similar to that of the information modulator 213-1. 
[0010] Fig. 1 9 shows in detail a structure of, for exam- 
ple, the spread spectrum section 214-1 . In Fig. 19, a ref- 

55 erence numeral 222 denotes a spread spectrum code 
generator, and 223-1 , 223-2, and 223-m denote mul- 
tipliers respectively. The spread spectrum section 214-1 
spreads the spectrum of the N sub information-modulat- 
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ed subcarrier signals respectively by using mutually or- 
thogonal spread spectrum codes (which are expressed 
as ±1 ) given in advance in a plurality of terminals or oth- 
er transmission channels. More specifically, the spread 
spectrum section 21 4-1 multiplies the N sub information- 
modulated subcarrier signals by each spread spectrum 
code that is output from the spread spectrum code gen- 
erator 222. For the spread spectrum codes, orthogonal 
codes of Walsh codes are generally used. The spread 
spectrum section 21 4-1 outputs the N sub subcarrier sig- 
nals after the spread spectrum to the mu Itiplexer 203-1 . 
Other spread spectrum sections have structure similar 
to that of the spread spectrum section 214-1 . 
[0011] The multiplexer 203-1 receives the N sub sub- 
carrier signals after the spread spectrum, multiplexes 
these subcarrier signals (that is, transmission signals to 
be transmitted to the terminals), and outputs the multi- 
plexed subcarrier signals to the inverse Fourier trans- 
form calculator 204. At this time, the inverse Fourier 
transform calculator 204 receives the inputs of all the 
N scg x N sub (= N c) subcarrier signals, which includes 
the multiplexed subcarrier signals obtained from the 
multiplexers 203-2 to 203-n, in addition to the input from 
the multiplcxer203-1 . Other multiplexers have functions 
similar to that of the multiplexer 203-1 . 
[0012] The inverse Fourier transform calculator 204 
calculates inverse Fourier transform of the subcarrier 
signals received, and outputs the resultant inverse Fou- 
rier-transformed signals to the guard interval adder 205. 
[0013] Fig. 20 explains how the guard interval adder 
205 adds the guard intervals. The inverse Fourier-trans- 
formed signals output from the Fourier transform calcu- 
lator 204 are continuous signals of symbols. The guard 
interval adder 205 copies a portion at the end of the Fou- 
rier-transformed signal of each symbol corresponding 
to a time x G , and adds that portion of the signal to the 
header of the signals for that symbol. The guard interval 
adder 205 outputs the guard interval-added signals to 
the frequency converter 206. In general, t g , is set larger 
than the spread of delayed waves on transmission lines, 
that is, x d , shown in Fig. 21 . Fig. 21 shows one example 
of impulse responses on frequency selective fading 
transmission lines. As waves are reflected, diffracted, 
and scattered by the surrounding buildings and topog- 
raphy, these waves (that is, multi-path waves) arrive in 
the mobile communication system after passing through 
a plurality of transmission lines, and these waves inter- 
fere with each other (that is, frequency selective fading). 
[001 4] The frequency converter 206 carries out a pre- 
determined frequency conversion processing to the re- 
ceived guard interval-added signals, and outputs the 
frequency-converted signals to the radio communica- 
tion transmission lines via the antenna 207. Fig. 22 
shows modulation signals on the frequency axis when 
N^g is equal to four and N sub is equal to eight, for ex- 
ample. 

[0015] The operations of the receiving apparatus will 
be explained next with reference to Fig. 15.Thefrequen- 



cy converter 302 receives, via the antenna 301 , the sig- 
nals influenced by the frequency selective fading on the 
radio communication lines, and converts these signals 
into baseband signals. The frequency converter 302 
5 outputs the baseband signals to the guard interval re- 
mover 303. 

[0016] The guard interval remover 303 removes the 
guard intervals from the received baseband signals, and 
generates the continuous signals of symbols (refer to 
10 the upper portion in Fig. 20). The guard interval remover 
303 outputs the signals generated to the Fourier trans- 
form calculator 304. 

[0017] The Fourier transform calculator 304 calcu- 
lates Fourier transform of the signals received, andgen- 
15 erates N scg x N sub (= N c ) subcarriersignals. The Fourier 
transform calculator 304 outputs all the subcarrier sig- 
nals to the delay unit 307, and also outputs the subcar- 
rier signal of each subcarrier to a corresponding one of 
the common pilot extractors 305-1 to 305-m. 
20 [0018] The common pilot extractors 305-1 to 305-m 
extract common pilot portions from the received subcar- 
rier signals respectively. The by-subcarrier channel es- 
timator 306 adds in-phase channel estimate values of 
adjacent three subcarriers, thereby to obtain the chan- 
ts nel estimate value of each subcarrier after suppressing 
noise component. The by-subcarrier channel estimator 
306 outputs the channel estimate value of each subcar- 
rierto the fading compensating sections 308-1 to 308-m 
in subcarrier unit. 
30 [0019] On the other hand, the delay unit 307 receives 
each Fourier-transformedsubcarrier signal, and delays 
each signal to adjust delays due to the processing in the 
common pilot extractors 305-1 to 305-m and the 
processing in the by-subcarrier channel estimator 306. 
35 The delay unit 307 outputs the respective delayed sub- 
carrier signals to the fading compensating sections 
308-1 to 308-m. 

[0020] Fig. 23 shows a structure of, for example, the 
fading compensating section 308-1. In Fig. 23, a refer- 

40 ence numeral 321 denotes a multiplier, and 322 denotes 
a complex conjugate number calculator. The complex 
conjugate number calculator 322 receives the channel 
estimate value in subcarrier unit, and calculates a com- 
plex conjugate number of the estimate value. The mul- 

45 tiplier 321 multiplies the received subcarrier signal by 
the calculated complex conjugate number, and outputs 
the fading-compensated subcarrier signal as the result 
of the multiplication. The multiplier 321 outputs the fad- 
ing-compensated subcarrier signal to the inverse 

so spread spectrum section 309. Other fading compensat- 
ing sections have structure similar to that of the fading 
compensating section 308-1 . 

[0021 ] Fig. 24 shows a structure of the inverse spread 
spectrum section 309. In Fig. 24, a reference numeral 
55 323 denotes an inverse spread spectrum code genera- 
tor, 324-1 , 324-2, and 324-m denote multipliers, and 
325 denotes a combiner. For example, N sub subcarrier 
signals corresponding to each subcarrier group shown 
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in Fig. 22 are handled as one unit of processing, and 
N sub subcarrier signals are input to each of the multipli- 
ers 324-1 to 324-m. Each of the multipliers 324-1 to 
324-m multiplies the N sub subcarrier signals by the in- 
verse spread spectrum code (which is the same as the 
spread spectrum code and which can be expressed as 
±1)that is output from the inverse spread spectrum code 
generator 323. The combiner 325 combines the re- 
ceived inversely-spread N sub subcarrier signals, and 
generates an inverse spread spectrum signal corre- 
sponding to the subcarrier group signals as the result of 
the combining. The combiner 325 outputs the frequency 
inversely-spread signal to the parallel to serial converter 
310. 

[0022] The parallel to serial converter 31 0 carries out 
a parallel to serial conversion of the received frequency 
inversely-spread signal. Last, the data deciding section 
311 decides about the data of the converted signal, and 
demodulates the data. 

[0023] However, the above conventional mobile com- 
munication system has the following problems. 
[0024] For example, according to the conventional 
mobile communication system, multi-path waves pass- 
ing through a plurality of transmission lines arrive at a 
mobile station, as waves that are reflected, diffracted, 
and scattered by the surrounding buildings and topog- 
raphy. These multi-path waves interfere with each other, 
and the frequency selective fading, that is a random fluc- 
tuation in the amplitude and the phase of the reception 
wave, occurs. Particularly, when the mobile station 
moves at a high speed, the fluctuation due to the fre- 
quency selective fading becomes at a high speed. 
Therefore, there has been a problem that it is not pos- 
sible to sufficiently estimate the amplitude fluctuation 
and the phase fluctuation due to the fading, and the 
quality of the reception signal and the data demodula- 
tion precision are degraded. 

[0025] According to the conventional mobile commu- 
nication system, the multicarrier CDMA receiving appa- 
ratus calculates the degraded reception signal quality, 
and the multicarrier CDMA transmitting apparatus uses 
the degraded reception signal quality to control the 
transmission power. Therefore, there has been a prob- 
lem that the communication quality is also degraded. 
[0026] According to the conventional mobile commu- 
nication system, when the transmission signal from the 
base station receives the influence of the frequency se- 
lective fading on the transmission line, a plurality of de- 
layed waves exist depending on the states of the trans- 
mission lines. Therefore, there has been a problem that 
it is difficult to calculate the signal power already arrived 
at the mobile station as a criterion of the reception signal 
quality. Further, when the interference occurs due to the 
multiple user signals, it has been difficult to estimate in 
high precision the reception signal quality that takes into 
account this user interference. 

[0027] In the multimedia mobile communications, the 
transmitting apparatus needs to change the spread 



spectrum rate or multiple values of the modulation signal 
and adaptively change the information speed according 
to the handled application and the states of the trans- 
mission lines. However, according to the conventional 
5 mobile communication system, there has been a prob- 
lem that it is not possible to estimate the reception signal 
quality in high precision because of level fluctuations 
such as fading and shadowing. 

[0028] It is an object of the present invention to at least 
10 solve the problems in the conventional technology. 

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

[0029] The mobile communication system according 

*5 to one aspect of the present invention, which employs 
a multicarrier code division multiple access, comprises 
a transmitting apparatus and a receiving apparatus. The 
transmitting apparatus has a slot generating unit that 
generates, for each subcarrier group unit, a slot consist- 

20 ing of a common pilot portion, a known series portion 
which the receiving apparatus uses to estimate a signal 
to interference ratio, and a data portion, by using trans- 
mission data converted for each subcarrier group, cop- 
ies each slot by a predetermined number of subcarriers, 

25 and outputs the slots; a modulating unit that modulates 
the signal copied for each subcarrier unit within the sub- 
carrier group; a spread spectrum unit that individually 
carries out frequency spreading to a subcarrier signal 
within the modulated subcarrier group; a transmission 

30 power control unit that controls transmission power of 
the subcarrier signal after the spread spectrum, for each 
subcarrier group; a multiplexing unit that multiplexes the 
subcarrier signal after the transmission power control, 
for each subcarrier group; and a transmitting unit that 

35 generates a predetermined signal by carrying out an in- 
verse Fourier transformation processing, a guard inter- 
val setting processing, and a frequency conversion 
processing to the multiplexed subcarrier signal, and 
transmits the signal generated to a transmission line. 

40 The receiving apparatus has a receiving unit that re- 
ceives a si gnal via on the transmission line, converts 
the signal received into a baseband signal, and carries 
out a Fourier transformation processing to the baseband 
signal; a common pilot extracting unit that extracts the 

4 5 common pilot portion included in each of the Fourier- 
transformed subcarrier signals; a channel estimating 
unit that calculates a channel estimate value for each 
subcarrier, by using the common pilot portion; a delay 
unit that delays each Fourier-transformed subcarrier 

50 signal by a time required to carry out the extraction 
processing, and the channel estimate processing; a fad- 
ing compensating unit that carries out a fading compen- 
sation to each of the delayed subcarrier signals, by us- 
ing each of the channel estimate values; an inverse 

55 spread spectrum unit that inverse spreads frequency of 
each of the fading-compensated subcarrier signals; an 
SIR estimating unit that estimates a signal-to-interfer- 
ence ratio by using the known series portion included in 
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the subcarrier group signal after the inverse spread 
spectrum; and a demodulating unit that demodulates 
the subcarrier group signal after the inverse spread 
spectrum. 

[0030] The multicarrier code division multiple access 
transmitting apparatus according to another aspect of 
the present invention comprises a slot generating unit 
that generates, for each subcarrier group unit, a slot 
consisting of a common pilot portion, a known series 
portion which a receiving apparatus uses to estimate a 
signal to interference ratio, and a data portion, by using 
transmission data converted for each subcarrier group, 
copies each slot by a predetermined number of subcar- 
riers, and outputs the slots; a modulating unit that mod- 
ulates the copied signal for each subcarrier unit within 
the subcarrier group; a spread spectrum unit that fre- 
quency spreads a spectrum of each of subcarrier sig- 
nals within the modulated subcarrier group; a transmis- 
sion power control unit that controls transmission power 
of the subcarrier signal after the spread spectrum, for 
each subcarrier group; a multiplexing unit that multiplex- 
es the subcarrier signal after the transmission power 
control, for each subcarrier group; and a transmitting 
unit that generates a predetermined signal by carrying 
out an inverse Fourier transformation processing, a 
guard interval setting processing, and a frequency con- 
version processing to the multiplexed subcarrier signal, 
and transmits the generated signal to a transmission 
line. 

[0031] The multicarrier code division multiple access 
receiving apparatus according to another aspect of the 
present invention comprises a receiving unit that con- 
verts the received signal on the transmission line into a 
baseband signal, and carries out a Fourier transforma- 
tion processing to the baseband signal; a common pilot 
extracting unit that extracts the common pilot portion in- 
cluded in each of the Fourier-transformed §ubcarrier 
signals; a channel estimating unit that calculates a chan- 
nel estimate value for each subcarrier, by using the com- 
mon pilot portion; a delay unit that delays each Fourier- 
transformed subcarrier signal by a time required to carry 
out the extraction processing, and the channel estimate 
processing; a fading compensating unit that carries out 
a fading compensation to each of the delayed subcarrier 
signals, by using each of the channel estimate values; 
an inverse spread spectrum unit that inverse spreads 
frequency of each of the fading-compensated subcarrier 
signals; a SIR estimating unit that estimates the signal 
to interference ratio by using the known series portion 
included in the subcarrier group signal after the inverse 
spread spectrum; and a demodulating unit that demod- 
ulates the subcarrier group signal , after the inverse 
spread spectrum. 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
[0032] 

5 Fig. 1 shows a structure of a receiving apparatus 

according to a first embodiment of the present in- 
vention; Fig. 2 shows a structure of a transmitting 
apparatus according to the first embodiment; Fig. 3 
shows a structure of a slot generator; Fig. 4 shows 

10 a slot format of a subcarrier; Fig. 5 shows a structu re 
of a transmission power varying section; Fig. 6 
shows a structure of a fading compensating section; 
Fig. 7 shows a structure of SIR calculator; Fig. 8 
shows a structure of an averaging section 4; Fig. 9 

15 shows a structure of the averaging section 4; Fig. 
1 0 shows a structure of SIR calculator according to 
a second embodiment; Fig. 11 shows a structure of 
an information modulator according to a third em- 
bodiment; Fig. 12 shows one example of changes 

20 of a modulation system; Fig. 13 shows one example 
of changes of spread spectrum rates; Fig. 1 4 shows 
a structure of a conventional multicarrier CDMA 
transmitting apparatus; Fig. 15 shows a structure of 
a conventional multicarrier CDMA receiving appa- 

25 ratus; Fig. 1 6 shows a frame format of a subcarrier; 

Fig. 1 7 shows a structure of a copying section: Fig. 
18 shows a structure of an information modulator; 
Fig. 1 9 shows a structure of a spread spectrum sec- 
tion; Fig. 20 explains how guard intervals are added 

30 to the signals; Fig. 21 shows one example of an im- 
pulse response of frequency selective fading trans- 
mission lines; Fig. 22 shows modulation signals on 
the frequency axis when N scg is equal to four and 
also when N sub is equal to eight; Fig. 23 shows a 

35 structure of fading compensating section; and Fig. 
24 shows a structure of an inverse spread spectrum 
section. 

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION 

40 

[0033] The mobile communication system, the multi- 
carrier CDMA transmitting apparatus (hereinafter, 
"transmitting apparatus"), and the multicarrier CDMA re- 
ceiving apparatus (hereinafter "receiving apparatus") 
45 according to the embodiments of the present invention 
are explained below with reference to the drawings. The 
present invention is not limited by these embodiments 

First Embodiment 

50 

[0034] Fig. 1 shows a structure of the receiving appa- 
ratus according to a first embodiment of the present in- 
vention. In Fig. 1 , the reference numeral 301 denotes 
the antenna, 302 denotes the frequency converter. 303 
55 denotes the guard interval remover, 304 denotes the 
Fourier transform calculator, 305-1 to 305-m denote the 
common pilot extractors respectively, 306 denotes the 
by-subcarrier channel estimator, 307 denotes the delay 
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unit; 1-1, 1-2, 1-3, and 1-m denote fading compen- 
sating sections respectively, 309 denotes the inverse 
spread spectrum section.. 2-1 ; 2-2, 2-3, and 2-n de- 
note SIR calculators, 310 denotes the parallel to serial 
converter, 311 denotes the data deciding section, 3 de- 
notes a subcarrier group averaging section, and 4 de- 
notes an averaging section. 

[0035] Fig. 2 shows a structure of the transmitting ap- 
paratus according to the first embodiment. In Fig. 2, the 
reference numeral 201 denotes the serial to parallel 
converter (SIP), 11-1, 11-2, and 11-n denote a first, 
a second, and a (= n)-th subcarrier group mod- 
ulation processors respectively, 203-1, 203-2, .... and 
203-n denote the multiplexers respectively, 204 denotes 
the inverse Fourier transform calculator, 205 denotes 
the guard interval (Gl) adder, 206 denotes the frequency 
converter, and 207 denotes the antenna. In each sub- 
carrier group modulation processor, 12-1, 12-2, ...,and 

1 2- n denote slot generators, 212-1,212-2,..., and 21 2-n 
denote the copying sections respectively, 213-1, 
213-2, 213-n denote the information modulators re- 
spectively, 214-1, 214-2,..., and 214-n denote the 
spread spectrum sections respectively, and 13-1, 

13- 2, and 13-n denote transmission power varying 
sections respectively. 

[0036] The operation of the multicarrier CDMA trans- 
mitting and receiving apparatuses in the mobile commu- 
nication system according to the present embodiment 
is explained. Data transmission and reception between 
a base station and a plurality of terminals is assumed. 
[0037] First, the operation of the transmitting appara- 
tus is explained. Transmission data to be transmitted to 
an optional terminal is input to the serial to parallel con- 
verter 201 , which converts the data into parallel data so 
that the parallel number of the data becomes N scg (that 
is, a predetermined integer). The parallel data reach the 
subcarrier group modulation processors 11-1 to 11-n re- 
spectively. Each of the first to the N scg -th subcarrier 
group modulation processors carries out the same sig- 
nal processing of the modulation processing to each 
subcarrier group. Therefore, the operation of the first 
subcarrier group modulation processor 11-1 is ex- 
plained here, and the explanation of the operation of the 
rest of the subcarrier group modulation processors is 
omitted. 

[0038] Of the parallel data output from the serial to 
parallel converter 201 , the first data series is input to the 
subcarrier group modulation processor 11-1. The slot 
generator 12-1 prepares a predetermined slot. Fig. 3 
shows in detail a structure of, for example, the slot gen- 
erator 12-1. A reference numeral 21 denotes a by-slot 
data divider, 22 denotes a known-series adder, and 23 
denotes a common pilot adder. Fig. 4 shows a slot for- 
mat for each subcarrier. Specifically, in the slot genera- 
tor 12-1 , in order to generate the slot shown in Fig. 4, 
the by-slot data divider 21 divides the data into N data 
symbols as a slot data size. The known-series adder 22 
receives the data after the data division processing, and 



adds known series of symbols set in advance, to 
the data. The common pilot adder 23 receives the data 
added with the known series, and adds known series of 
Npiiot symbols set in advance, to this data, thereby to 
5 finally prepare the subcarrier group data in the slot struc- 
ture shown in Fig. 4. The common pilot adder 23 outputs 
the subcarrier group data to the copying section 212-1 . 
Other slot detectors have a structure similar to that of 
the slot detector 12-1 . 
io [0039] The copying section 212-1 receives the first 
subcarrier group data, copies the frame by a predeter- 
mined number of subcarriers N sub (= m), and prepares 
the N sub subcarrier signals. The structure of copying 
section is similar to the one shown in Fig. 17. The cop- 
15 ying section 212-1 outputs the N sub subcarrier signals 
to the information modulator 213-1. 
[0040] The information modulator 213-1 receives the 
N sub subcarrier signals, and carries out QPSK modula- 
tion of the signals with the QPSK modulators 221-1 to 
20 221 -m respectively, and prepares N sub information- 
modulated subcarrier signals. The structure of informa- 
tion modulator is similar to the one shown in Fig. 1 8. The 
information modulator 213-1 outputs the N sub informa- 
tion-modulated subcarrier signals to the spread spee- 
ds trum section 214-1 . 

[0041] The spread spectrum section 214-1 spreads 
the spectrum of the N sub information-modulated subcar- 
rier signals respectively by using mutually quadrate 
spread spectrum codes (which are expressed as ±1) 
30 given in advance in a plurality of terminals or other trans- 
mission channels. The structure of spread spectrum 
section is similar to the one shown in Fig. 19. More spe- 
cifically, the spread spectrum section 214-1 multiplies 
the N sub information-modulated subcarrier signals by 
35 each spread spectrum code that is output from the 
spread spectrum code generator 222. For the spread 
spectrum codes, orthogonal codes of Walsh codes are 
generally used. The spread spectrum section 214-1 out- 
puts the N sub subcarrier signals after the spread spec- 
^0 trum to the transmission power varying section 13-1. 
[0042] Fig. 5 shows in detail a structure of, for exam- 
ple, a transmission power varying section 1 3-1 . Refer- 
ence numerals 31-1, 31-2, and 31 -m denote multipli- 
ers. The transmission power varying section 13-1 mul- 
45 tiplies the N sub subcarrier signals after the spread spec- 
trum that the multipliers 31-1, 31-2, and 31 -m re- 
ceived by transmission power control gains that corre- 
spond to these signals respectively, and generates 
transmission power-controlled subcarrier signals as re- 
so suits of the multiplication. The transmission power var- 
ying section 13-1 outputs the transmission power-con- 
trolled subcarrier signals to the multiplexer 203-1, For 
each transmission power control gain, a suitable value 
is set so that the receiving terminal can keep the signal 
55 quality at a constant level, based on the reception signal 
quality at the receiving terminal. Other transmission 
power varying sections have a structure similar to that 
of the transmission power varying section 13-1 . 
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[0043] The multiplexer 203-1 receives the N sub trans- 
mission power-controlled subcarrier signals, multiplex- 
es these subcarrier signals (that is, transmission signals 
to be transmitted to the terminals), and outputs the mul- 
tiplexed subcarrier signals to the inverse Fourier trans- 
form calculator 204. At this time, the inverse Fourier 
transform calculator 204 receives the inputs of all the 
N scg x N sub (= N c) subcarrier signals, which includes 
the multiplexed subcarrier signals obtained from the 
multiplexers 203-2 to 203-n, in addition to the input from 
the multiplexer 203-1. Other multiplexer perform func- 
tions similar to that of the multiplexer 203-1 . 
[0044] The inverse Fourier transform calculator 204 
calculates inverse Fourier transform of the subcarrier 
signals received, and outputs the inverse Fourier-trans- 
formed signals to the guard interval adder 205. 
[0045] The guard interval adder 205 copies the latter 
portions of the symbols of the inverse Fourier-trans- 
formed signals corresponding to a time T Gt and adds 
these portions to the headers of the symbols (refer to 
Fig. 20). The guard interval adder 205 outputs the guard 
interval-added signals to the frequency converter 206. 
In general, t g , is set larger than the spread of delayed 
waves on the transmission lines (refer to Fig. 21). 
[0046] Finally, the frequency converter 206 carries out 
a predetermined frequency conversion processing to 
the received guard interval-added signals, and outputs 
the frequency-converted signals to the radio communi- 
cation transmission lines via the antenna 207. 
[0047] The operations of the receiving apparatus will 
be explained next with reference to Fig. 1 . The frequen- 
cy converter 302 receives, via the antenna 301 , the sig- 
nals influenced by the frequency selective fading on the 
radio communication lines, and converts these signals 
into baseband signals. The frequency converter 302 
outputs the baseband signals to the guard interval re- 
mover 303. 

[0048] The guard interval remover 303 removes the 
guard intervals (Gl) from the received baseband signals, 
and generates the continuous signals of symbols (refer 
to the upper portion in Fig. 20). The guard interval re- 
mover 303 outputs the generated signals to the Fourier 
transform calculator 304. 

[0049] The Fourier transform calculator 304 calcu- 
lates Fourier transform of the signals received, and gen- 
erates N scg x N sub (= N c ) subcarriersignals. The Fourier 
transform calculator 304 outputs each subcarrier signal 
of each subcarrier to the delay unit 307, and the com- 
mon pilot extractors 305-1 to 305-m respectively. 
[0050] The common pilot extractors 305-1 to 305-m 
extract common pilot portions from the. received sub- 
carrier signals respectively. The by-subcarrier channel 
estimator 306 adds in-phase channel estimate values 
of adjacent three subcarriers, thereby to calculate a 
channel estimate value of each subcarrier after sup- 
pressing noise component. The by-subcarrier channel 
estimator 306 outputs channel estimate values (that is, 
subcarrier channel estimate values) for each subcarrier 



to the fading compensating sections 1-1 to 1-m. 
[0051] On the other hand, the delay unit 307 receives 
each Fourier-transformed subcarrier signal, and delays 
each signal to adjust delays due to the processing in the 
5 common pilot extractors 305-1 to 305-m and the 
processing in the by-subcarrier channel estimator 306. 
The delay unit 307 outputs the respective delayed sub- 
carrier signals to the fading compensating sections 1-1 
to 1-m. 

w [0052] Fig. 6 shows in detail a structure of, for exam- 
ple, the fading compensating section 1-1. A reference 
numeral 41 denotes an absolute value calculator, 42 de- 
notes a divider, 43 denotes a complex conjugate 
number calculator, and 44 denotes a mu Itiplier. The fad- 

is ing compensating section 1 -1 normalizes the subcarrier 
channel estimate signals based on a signal amplitude 
in order to compensate for the phase component due to 
the fading fluctuation. Specifically, the absolute value 
calculator 41 calculates an absolute value of the re- 

20 ceived subcarrier channel estimate value in order to cal- 
culate the amplitude of this subcarrier channel estimate 
value. The divider 42 divides the received subcarrier 
channel estimate value by this absolute value to carry 
out the normalization processing. The complex conju- 

25 gate number calculator 43 receives the result of the di- 
vision, and calculates a complex conjugate number 
based on the output from the divider 42. The multiplier 
44 multiplies the received subcarrier signal by the cal- 
culated complex conjugate number. Last, the fading 

30 compensating section 1-1 outputs the fading-compen- 
sated subcarrier signal of each subcarrier to the inverse 
spread spectrum section 309. Other fading compensat- 
ing sections have a structure similar to that of the fading 
compensating section 1 -1 . 

35 [0053] The inverse spread spectrum section 309 han- 
dles the N sub subcarrier signals corresponding to each 
subcarrier group as one unit of processing. Each of the 
multipliers 324-1 to 324-m receives the N sub subcarrier 
signals, and multiplies the N sub subcarrier signals by the 

40 inverse spread spectrum code (which is the same as the 
spread spectrum code and which can be expressed as 
±1 ) that is output from the inverse spread spectrum code 
generator 323. The combiner 325 combines the re- 
ceived inversely-spread N sub subcarrier signals, and 

45 generates an inverse spread spectrum signal corre- 
sponding to the subcarrier group signals as the result of 
the combining. The combiner 325 outputs the frequency 
inverse spread signal, for each subcarrier group, to the 
SIR calculators 2-1 to 2-n, and the parallel to serial con- 

50 venter 310. 

[0054] Fig. 7 shows in detail a structure of, for exam- 
ple, the SIR calculator 2-1. A reference numeral 51 de- 
notes a known-series extractor, 52 denotes an inverse 
modulator, 53 denotes an averaging section, 54 denotes 

55 a squaring section, 55 denotes a known-series genera- 
tor, 56 denotes a re-modulator, 57 denotes a subtractor, 
58 denotes a squaring section, 59 denotes an averaging 
section, and 60 denotes a divider. Other SIR calculators 



7 



1367752A1 I > 



13 



EP 1 367 752 A1 



14 



have a structure similar to, and perform functions similar 
to, that of the SIR calculator 2-1 , and therefore, only the 
operations of the SIR calculator 2-1 will be explained 
below. In the SIR calculator 2-1, first the known-series 
extractor 51 extracts the known series shown in Fig. 4 5 
from among the frequency inversely-spread subcarrier 
group signals received. 

[0055] The inverse modulator 52 receives the extract- 
ed known-series portion, and removes the modulation 
component by utilizing the known series known in ad- 10 
vance at the receiving terminal that the known-series 
generator 55 generates. Next, the averaging section 53 
receives the known series portion after the removal of 
the modulation component, and carries out the in-phase 
averaging by using the known-series portion sym- 15 
bols, thereby to suppress the noise component. Next, 
the squaring section 54 receives the known series por- 
tion after the averaging processing, and squares the 
known series portion. 

[0056] On the other hand, the re-modulator 56 re- 20 
ceives the known series that the receiving apparatus 
knows in advance and that is generated by the known 
series generator 55, and the known series portion after 
the averaging processing that is output from the aver- 
aging section 53. The re-modulator 56 carries cut the 25 
modulation processing again by using these signals. In 
the present embodiment, the transmitting apparatus 
shown in Fig. 2 carries out the QPSK modulation as the 
information modulation. Therefore, the re-modulator 56 
carries out the QPSK modulation again. 30 
[0057] The subtractor 57 subtracts the re-modulated 
signal from the received known series portion that the 
known series detector 51 extracted. The subtractor 57 
subtracts the signal by the number of N kw that corre- 
sponds to the number of known symbols, for each sym- 35 
bol. The squaring section 58 receives results of the sub- 
traction, and calculates squared values of the N^ sym- 
bols. Next, the averaging section 59 averages the re- 
ceived squared results, thereby to obtain average inter- 
ference power of the N,^ symbols. 40 
[0058] Finally, the divider 60 in the SIR calculator 2-1 
divides the calculation result of the squaring section 54 
by the calculation result of the averaging section 59, 
thereby to generate the SIR calculation value of the sub- 
carrier group for each slot. The divider 60 outputs the 45 
SIR calculation value to the subcarrier group averaging 
section 3. 

[0059] Referring back to Fig. 1 , the subcarrier group 
averaging section 3 receives the SIR calculation values 
from all the SIR calculators 2-1 to2-n, averages the N scg so 
SIR calculation values, and outputs the averaged result 
to the averaging section 4. 

[0060] Fig. 8 shows in detail a structure of the aver- 
aging section 4. A reference numeral 71 denotes an am- 
plifier, 72 denotes an adder. 73 denotes an amplifier, and 55 
74 denotes a delay unit. In the averaging section 4, the 
amplifier 71 first multiplies the received combination re- 
sult by an arbitrary a (0 < a < 1) as a gain. Next, the 



adder 72 adds a result of the calculation by the amplifier 
73 and a result of the calculation by the amplifier 71 , and 
outputs a result of this addition as an averaged SIR es- 
timate value. The delay unit 74 receives the averaged 
SIR estimate value, and delays this value by a constant 
period of time, such as by one slot component, for ex- 
ample. The amplifier 73 multiplies the delayed SIR es- 
timate value by the gain (1 - a), and outputs a result of 
this addition to the adder 72. 

[0061] In the present embodiment, while the structure 
shown in Fig. 8 is used as an example of the averaging 
section 4, the structure is not limited to this. It is also 
possible to use an averaging section as shown in Fig. 
9, for example. In Fig. 9, a reference numeral 75 denotes 
a shift register, 76 denotes an adder, and 77 denotes a 
divider that divides the result of the addition by an arbi- 
trary M. When the structure shown in Fig. 9 is used, in 
the averaging section 4, the shift register 75 first re- 
ceives the combined SIR calculation value, and shifts 
this by each slot. Next, the adder 76 adds the SIR values 
of the M slots. Last, the divider 77 divides a result of this 
addition by M, thereby to obtain an average SIR calcu- 
lation value of the M slots. 

[0062] As explained above, in the present embodi- 
ment, the common pilot symbol and the known series 
are added to each slot of the subcarrier group. There- 
fore, it is possible to obtain a high-precision SIR calcu- 
lation value for each subcarrier group. 
[0063] In the present embodiment, after the SIR cal- 
culation values obtained for each subcarrier group are 
combined together, the SIR calculation values are aver- 
aged. Therefore, it is possible to obtain a high-precision 
SIR calculation value, even when there is a level fluctu- 
ation such as shadowing. 

[0064] In the present embodiment, based on a result 
of the combining of the SIR calculation values obtained 
for each subcarrier group, the transmitting apparatus 
controls the transmission power. Therefore, the receiv- 
ing apparatus can obtain high-precision reception signal 
quality. 

[0065] In the present embodiment, the known series 
are disposed after the common pilot symbol, in each 
slot. However, it is not always necessary to dispose the 
known series after the common pilot symbol, and it is 
also possible to dispose the known series in the middle 
of the slot or at the end of the slot. 
[0066] The by-subcarrier channel estimator 306 may 
calculate a linear interpolation value between two slots, 
by using a noise-component-suppressed channel esti- 
mate value of a subcarrier that is calculated first, and a 
channel estimate value of a subcarrier similarly calcu- 
lated when the next slot is input. 
[0067] Assume that the by-subcarrier channel esti- 
mate value of the current slot is expressed as C (0), that 
the by-subcarrier channel estimate value of the next slot 
is expressed as C (1), and that the number of symbols 
between the common pilot symbols is expressed as 
( N kw + N data) ( refer to Fig. 4). Then, it is possible to ex- 
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press a channel estimate value "cir (k)" of the (N kw + 
N data ) symbols of the known series portions and the data 
portions within the slots, as follows: 



cir (k) = C (0) Q 0 (k / (N^ + N data )) 
+ 0(1)0, (k/fN^ + N^)) 



(1), 



wherek=0 ; 1,2, .... and (N kvv + N data - 1). It is possible 
to express Q 0 and O a by the following equations (2) and 
(3) respectively. 

data 

) (2) 

Q1 o (k / (N kw + N data )) - k / (N^ + N data ) (3) 

[0068] The by-subcarrier channel estimate values 
calculated as explained above are output to the fading 
compensating sections 1-1 to 1-m respectively. The fad- 
ing compensating sections 1-1 to 1 -m carry out the fad- 
ing compensation. The delay unit 307 sets a delay quan- 
tity by taking into account the above linear interpolation 
processing. 

[0069] As the by-subcarrier channel estimator 306 
carries out the linear interpolation by using the common 
pilots of two slots for each subcarrier, it is possible to 
estimate a channel in high precision, even when there 
occurs a high-speed fading fluctuation that cannot be 
disregarded within the slots. Therefore, it is possible to 
carry out a high-precision fading compensation in the 
symbols of the known-series portion and the data por- 
tion. As a result, the precision of the SIR estimate value 
improves. 

Second Embodiment 

[0070] In the mobile communication system accord- 
ing to a second embodiment, the SIR calculating meth- 
od of the SIR calculator within the receiving apparatus 
is different from the SIR calculating method according 
to the first embodiment. Only the portions that operate 
differently from those in the first embodiment will be ex- 
plained below. The transmitting apparatus and the re- 
ceiving apparatus according to the second embodiment 
have similar structures to those shown in Fig. 1 and Fig. 
2 respectively. 

[0071] Fig. 10 shows a structure of SIR calculator ac- 
cording to the second embodiment. A reference numer- 
al 61 denotes an averaging section. The averaging sec- 
tion 61 is input with average interference power for each 
slot output from the averaging section 59. The averaging 
section 61 further averages the average interference 
power by using a plurality of slots. The structure of the 
averaging section 61 is the same as that shown in Fig. 



8 or Fig. 9. 

[0072] Even in the present embodiment, it is possible 
to obtain the effects similar to those obtained in the first 
embodiment. After estimating the average interference 

5 power for each slot, the SIR calculating section further 
carries out the averaging processing by using a plurality 
of slots, thereby to calculate interference power. There- 
fore, it is possible to calculate in higher precision the SIR 
estimate value as the criterion of the reception signal 

10 quality. 

[0073] In the present embodiment, while the output 
from the averaging section 4 is the SIR estimate value 
as shown in Fig. 1 , the output is not limited to this. For 
example, the output from the subcarrier group averag- 
es jng section 3 may be the SIR estimate value. With this 
arrangement, even when the signal power varies due to 
the fading fluctuation, it is possible to calculate the SIR 
estimate value in high precision by taking into account 
the fading fluctuation. 
20 [0074] The outputs from the SIR calculators 2-1 to2-n 
for each subcarrier group may be the SIR estimate val- 
ues. In this case, the base station can control the trans- 
mission power for each subcarrier group based on the 
SIR information received for each subcarrier group. 
25 [0075] The averaging section 4 shown in Fig. 8 or Fig. 

9 may be individually provided at the latter stage of each 
of the SIR calculators 2-1 to 2-n for each subcarrier 
group, so that the output value from each averaging sec- 
tion may be the SIR estimate value. In this case, it is 

30 possible to control the transmission power for each sub- 
carrier group, based on the SIR information for each 
subcarrier group by taking into account the fading fluc- 
tuation. 

35 Third Embodiment 

[0076] In the mobile communication system accord- 
ing to a third embodiment, the operation of an informa- 
tion modulator within the transmitting apparatus is dif- 

40 ferent from that according to the first or the second em- 
bodiment. Only the portions that operate differently from 
those in the first or the second embodiments will be ex- 
plained below. The transmitting apparatus and the re- 
ceiving apparatus according to the third embodiment 

45 have similar structures to those shown in Fig. 1 and Fig. 
2 respectively. 

[0077] Fig. 11 shows a structure of the information 
modulator according to the third embodiment. Refer- 
ence numerals 81-1, 81-2, and 81-m denote multi- 

50 value modulators. Each information modulator receives 
N sub subcarrier signals. Then, the multi-value modula- 
tors 81-1 , 81-2, and 81-m multi-value modulate these 
signals : and generate N sub subcarrier signals after the 
information modulation. The multi-value modulation in- 

55 eludes modulation systems that make it possible to 
transmit at least one bit per one symbol, such as BPSK, 
QPSK, 8PSK, 16PSK, 16QAM, 64QAM, 128QAM, and 
256QAM. 
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[0078] The operation of the above mobile communi- 
cation system is explained in detail below. First, the mo- 
bile station receiving apparatus estimates the S I R as the 
reception signal quality. The mobile station transmitting 
apparatus inserts the estimate result into the transmis- 
sion slot and transmits the transmission slot to the base 
station. The base station transmitting apparatus selects 
a suitable modulation system based on the received SIR 
information, and thereafter transmits the data based on 
the selected modulation system. 
[0079] The common pilot portion and the known-se- 
ries portion of the transmission slot that the base station 
transmits are modulated based on a predetermined 
modulation system. For example, the QPSK modulation 
system is used for this. For modulating the data portion, 
any one of the multi-value modulation systems BPSK, 
QPSK, 8PSK, 16PSK, 16QAM, 64QAM, 128QAM, and 
256QAM is used. When the number before the PSK of 
the modulation system is larger, it is possible to transmit 
a larger number of bits per one symbol. However, the 
SIR as the reception signal quality requires a large value 
in order to satisfy the required reception signal quality. 
Therefore, the base station changes the modulation 
system based on the SIR estimate value of the mobile 
station. Fig. 12 shows one example of changes of a 
modulation system. There is a possibility that a slight 
error occurs in the SIR estimate value depending on the 
states of the transmission lines. Therefore, an overlap- 
ping area is provided in the SIR estimate value. 
[0080] In the present embodiment, it is possible to ob- 
tain similar effects to those obtained from the first or the 
second embodiment. Further, the base station can 
change the information speed according to the recep- 
tion SI R from the mobile station. Therefore, it is possible 
to substantially improve the frequency utilization effi- 
ciency. 

Fourth Embodiment 

[0081] In the mobile communication system accord- 
ing to the fourth embodiment, the operation of the 
spread spectrum section within the transmitting appara- 
tus is different from that according to the first, the sec- 
ond, or the third embodiment. Only the portions that op- 
erate differently from those in the first, the second, or 
the third embodiments will be explained below. The 
transmitting apparatus and the receiving apparatus ac- 
cording to the fourth embodiment have similar struc- 
tures to those shown in Fig. 1 and Fig. 2 respectively. 
[0082] In the present embodiment, each spread spec- 
trum section spreads the spectrum of the N sub informa- 
tion-modulated subcarrier signals, by using mutually or- 
thogonal spread spectrum codes, like in the first embod- 
iment. More specifically, the spread spectrum section 
multiplies the N sub information-modulated subcarrier 
signals by each spread spectrum code that is output 
from the spread spectrum code generator 222 (refer to 
Fig. 19). 



[0083] In the present embodiment, the spread spec- 
trum rates that the spread spectrum sections 214-1 to 
21 4-n of the base station transmitting apparatus use are 
set based on the SIR estimate values that the mobile 
5 station receiving apparatus estimates. 

[0084] In other words, in the present embodiment, the 
mobile station receiving apparatus estimates the SIR as 
the reception signal quality. The mobile station transmit- 
ting apparatus inserts the estimate result into the trans- 
10 mission slot, and transmits the transmission slot to the 
base station. The base station transmitting apparatus 
selects a suitable spread spectrum rate based on the 
received SIR information, and thereafter, carries out the 
spread spectrum by using the selected spread spectrum 
? 5 rate, and transmits the data. 

[0085] The base station transmitting apparatus 
spreads the spectrum of the signal of the known-series 
portion of the transmission slot, based on a spread spec- 
trum rate determined in advance. The spread spectrum 
20 becomes the basis for the receiving apparatus to esti- 
mate the SIR. It is possible to use 1,2,4,8, 16, 32 : and 
the like, for the spread spectrum rate of the data portion. 
As the spread spectrum rate becomes larger, the fre- 
quency diversity effect becomes larger. When the low 
25 information transmission speed is increased by making 
the information spreading rate smaller, the SIR as the 
reception signal quality requires a large value in order 
to satisfy the required quality. Therefore, the base sta- 
tion can change the spread spectrum rate based on the 
30 SIR estimate value of the mobile station. Fig. 13 shows 
one example of changes of spread spectrum rates. 
There is a possibility that a slight error occurs in the SIR 
estimate value depending on the states of the transmis- 
sion lines. Therefore, an overlapping area is provided in 
35 the SIR estimate value. 

[0086] As explained above, in the present embodi- 
ment, it is possible to obtain similar effects to those ob- 
tained from the first to the third embodiments. Further, 
the base station can change the spread spectrum rate 
40 according to the reception SIR from the mobile station. 
[0087] As explained above, according to the present 
invention, the common pilot symbol and the known se- 
ries are added to each slot of the subcarrier group. 
Therefore, there is an effect that it is possible to obtain 
45 a high-precision SIR calculation value for each subcar- 
rier group. Further, based on a result of the combining 
of the SIR calculation values obtained for each subcar- 
rier group, the transmitting apparatus controls the trans- 
mission power. Therefore, there is an effect that the re- 
50 ceiving apparatus can obtain high-precision reception 
signal quality. 

[0088] According to the next invention, as the linear 
interpolation is carried out using the common pilots of 
two slots for each subcarrier, it is possible to estimate a 
55 channel in high precision, even when there occurs a 
high-speed fading fluctuation that cannot be disregard- 
ed within the slots. Therefore, it is possible to carry out 
a high-precision fading compensation in the symbols of 
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the known-series portion and the data portion. As a re- 
sult, there is an effect that the precision of the SIR esti- 
mate value improves. 

[0089] According to the next invention, after the SIR 
calculation values obtained for each subcarrier group 
are combined together, the SIR calculation values are 
averaged. Therefore, there is an effect that t is possible 
to obtain a high-precision SIR calculation value, even 
when there is a level fluctuation such as shadowing. 
[0090] According to the next invention, after the aver- 
age interference power for each slot is estimated, the 
averaging processing is further carried out using a plu- 
rality of slots, thereby to calculate interference power. 
Therefore, there is an effect that it is possible to calcu- 
late in higher precision the SIR estimate value as the 
criterion of the reception signal quality. 
[0091] According to the next invention, even when the 
signal power varies due to the fading fluctuation, there 
is an effecl thai il is possible to calculate the SIR esti- 
mate value in high precision by taking into account the 
fading fluctuation. 

[0092] According to the next invention, there is an ef- 
fect that the base station can control the transmission 
power for each subcarrier group based on the SIR in- 
formation received for each subcarrier group. 
[0093] According to the next invention, there is an ef- 
fect that it is possible to control the transmission power 
for each subcarrier group based on the SIR information 
for each subcarrier group by taking into account the fad- 
ing fluctuation. 

[0094] According to the next invention, the base sta- 
tion can change the information speed according to the 
reception SIR from the mobile station. Therefore, there 
is an effect that it is possible to substantially improve the 
frequency utilization efficiency. 

[0095] According to the next invention, there is an ef- 
fect that the base station can change the spread spec- 
trum rate according to the reception S I R from the mobile 
station. 

[0096] According to the next invention, the common 
pilot symbol and the known series are added to each 
slot of the subcarrier group. Therefore, there is an effect 
that the receiving apparatus can obtain a high-precision 
SIR calculation value for each subcarrier group. Further, 
based on a result of the combining of the SIR calculation 
values obtained for each subcarrier group, the transmit- 
ting apparatus controls the transmission power. There- 
fore, there is an effect that the receiving apparatus can 
obtain high-precision reception signal quality. 
[0097] According to the next invention, the base sta- 
tion can change the information speed according to the 
reception SIR from the mobile station. Therefore, there 
is an effect that it is possible to substantially improve the 
frequency utilization efficiency. 

[0098] According to the next invention, there is an ef- 
fect that the base station can change the spread spec- 
trum rate according to the reception SIR from the mobile 
station. 



20 

[0099] According to the next invention , based on a re- 
sult of the combining of the SIR calculation values ob- 
tained for each subcarrier group, the transmitting appa- 
ratus controls the transmission power. Therefore, there 

5 is an effect that the receiving apparatus can obtain high- 
precision reception signal quality. 
[0100] According to the next invention, as the linear 
interpolation is carried out using the common pilots of 
two slots for each subcarrier, it is possible to estimate a 

10 channel in high precision, even when there occurs a 
high-speed fading fluctuation that cannot be disregard- 
ed within the slots. Therefore, it is possible to carry out 
a high-precision fading compensation in the symbols of 
the known-series portion and the data portion. As a re- 

15 suit, there is an effect that the precision of the SIR esti- 
mate value improves. 

[0101] According to the next invention, after the SIR 
calculation values obtained for each subcarrier group 
are combined together, the SIR calculation values are 

20 averaged. Therefore, there is an effect that t is possible 
to obtain a high-precision SIR calculation value, even 
when there is a level fluctuation such as shadowing. 
[0102] According to the next invention, after the aver- 
age interference power for each slot is estimated, the 

25 averaging processing is further carried out using a plu- 
rality of slots, thereby to calculate interference power. 
Therefore, there is an effect that it is possible to calcu- 
late in higher precision the SIR estimate value as the 
criterion of the reception signal quality. 

30 [0103] According to the next invention, even when the 
signal power varies due to the fading fluctuation, there 
is an effect that it is possible to calculate the SIR esti- 
mate value in high precision by taking into account the 
fading fluctuation. 

35 [0104] According to the next invention, there is an ef- 
fect that the base station can control the transmission 
power for each subcarrier group based on the SIR in- 
formation received for each subcarrier group. 
[0105] According to the next invention, there is an ef- 

40 feet that it is possible to control the transmission power 
for each subcarrier group based on the SIR information 
for each subcarrier group by taking into account the fad- 
ing fluctuation. 

45 INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 

[0106] As explained above, the mobile communica- 
tion system, the multicarrier CDMA transmitting appa- 
ratus, and the multicarrier CDMA receiving apparatus 
50 according to the present invention are suitable for use 
on the frequency selective fading transmission lines. 



Claims 

55 

1. A mobile communication system, which employs a 
multicarrier code division multiple access, compris- 
ing a transmitting apparatus and a receiving appa- 
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rat us, 

the transmitting apparatus having 

a slot generating unit that generates, for 
each subcarrier group unit, a slot consisting of a 
common pilot portion, a known series portion which 5 
the receiving apparatus uses to estimate a signal to 
interference ratio, and a data portion, by using 
transmission data converted for each subcarrier 
group, copies each slot by a predetermined number 
of subcarriers, and outputs the slots; w 

a modulating unit that modulates the 
signal copied for each subcarrier unit within the sub- 
carrier group; 

a spread spectrum unit that individually 
carries out frequency spreading to a subcarrier sig- 15 
nal within the modulated subcarrier group; 

a transmission power control unit that 
controls transmission power of the subcarrier signal 
after the spread spectrum, for each subcarrier 
group; 20 

a multiplexing unit that multiplexes the 
subcarrier signal after the transmission power con- 
trol, for each subcarrier group; and 

a transmitting unit that generates a pre- 
determined signal by carrying out an inverse Fouri- 25 
er transformation processing, a guard interval set- 
ting processing, and a frequency conversion 
processing to the multiplexed subcarriersignal, and 
transmits the signal generated to a transmission 
line, and 30 
the receiving apparatus having 

a receiving unit that receives a signal via 
on the transmission line, converts the signal re- 
ceived into a baseband signal and carries out a 
Fourier transformation processing to the baseband 35 
signal; 

a common pilot extracting unit that ex- 
tracts the common pilot portion included in each of 
the Fourier-transformed subcarrier signals; 

a channel estimating unit that calculates 40 
a channel estimate value for each subcarrier, by us- 
ing the common pilot portion; 

a delay unit that delays each Fourier- 
transformed subcarrier signal by a time required to 
carry out the extraction processing, and the channel 45 
estimate processing; 

a fading compensating unit that carries 
out a fading compensation to each of the delayed 
subcarrier signals, by using each of the channel es- 
timate values; 50 

an inverse spread spectrum unit that in- 
verse spreads frequency of each of the fading-com- 
pensated subcarrier signals; 

an SIR estimating unit that estimates a 
signal-to-interference ratio by using the known se- 55 
ries portion included in the subcarrier group signal 
after the inverse spread spectrum; and 

a demodulating unit that demodulates 



3. 



the subcarrier group signal after the inverse spread 
spectrum. 

The mobile communication system according to 
claim 1, wherein the channel estimating unit first 
calculates a channel estimate value for one subcar- 
rier; then calculates a linear interpolation value be- 
tween two slots by using the calculated channel es- 
timate value of the subcarrier and a channel esti- 
mate value of a subcarrier calculated when the next 
slot is input, and outputs a result of the calculation 
as a channel estimate value. 

The mobile communication system according to 
claim 1, wherein the SIRSIR estimating unit com- 
prises: 

a known-series extracting unit that extracts the 
known series portion; 

a known-series generating unit that generates 
a known series already known; 
an inverse modulating unit that removes a mod- 
ulation component of the known-series portion 
by utilizing the known series; 
a first averaging unit that suppresses a noise 
component by carrying out an in-phase averag- 
ing processing using the known series portion 
afterthe removal of the modulation component; 
a first squaring unit that calculates signal power 
by squaring the known series portion after the 
averaging processing; 

a re-modulating unit that carries out a re-mod- 
ulation processing by using the known series 
and the known series portion afterthe averag- 
ing processing; 

a subtracting unit that subtracts the re-modu- 
lated signal from the known series portion ex- 
tracted by the known-series extracting unit; 
a second squaring unit that squares the signal 
afterthe subtraction; 

a second averaging unit that carries out an av- 
eraging processing of interference power by 
using a signal output from the second squaring 
unit; 

a dividing unit that divides the signal power by 
the averaged interference power; 
a subcarrier group averaging unit that com- 
bines each result of the division obtained for 
each subcarrier group, and averages the com- 
bined result by dividing it with a number of sub- 
carrier groups used for the combining; and 
a slot averaging unit that averages the signals 
averaged using the. number of the subcarrier 
groups, over a plurality of slots. 

The mobile communication system according to 
claim 3, wherein the SIR estimating unit makes the 
output of the subcarrier group averaging unit as an 
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estimate signal to interference ratio. 



a known-series extracting unit that extracts the 
known series portion; 

a known-series generating unit that generates 
a known series already known; 
an inverse modulating unit that removes a mod- 
ulation component of the known-series portion 
by utilizing the known series; 
a first averaging unit that suppresses a noise 
component by carrying out an in-phase averag- 
ing processing using the known series portion 
afterthe removal of the modulation component; 
a first squaring unit that calculates signal power 
by squaring the known series portion after the 
averaging processing; 

a re-modulating unit that carries out a re-mod- 
ulation processing by using the known series 
and the known series portion afterthe averag- 
ing processing: 

a subtracting unit that subtracts the re-modu- 
lated signal from the known series portion ex- 
tracted by the known-series extracting unit; 
a second squaring unit that squares the signal 
after the subtraction; 

a second averaging unit that carries out an av- 
eraging processing of interference power by 
using a signal output from the second squaring 
unit; 

a first slot averaging unit that averages the av- 
eraged interference power, over a plurality of 
slots; 

a dividing unit that divides the signal power by 
the averaged interference power obtained by 
averaging over the slots; 
a subcarrier group averaging unit that com- 
bines each result of the division obtained for 
each subcarrier group, and averages the com- 
bined result by dividing it with a number of sub- 
carrier groups used for the combining; and 
a slot averaging unit that averages for a plural- 
ity of slots, the signals averaged using the 
number of the subcarrier groups. 



8. The mobile communication system according to 
claim 7, wherein the SIR estimating unit makes the 
output of the subcarrier group averaging unit as an 
estimate signal to interference ratio. 

9. The mobile communication system according to 
claim 7, wherein the SIR estimating unit makes a 
result of the division obtained for each subcarrier 
.group as an estimate signal to interference ratio. 

10. The mobile communication system according to 
claim 9, wherein the SIR estimating unit averages 
the result of the division obtained for each subcar- 
rier group, over a plurality of slots for each subcar- 
rier group, and makes a result of the averaging as 
an estimate signal to interference ratio. 

11. The mobile communication system according to 
claim 1 , wherein the modulating unit selects any 

20 one of modulation systems from among BPSK, 
QPSK, 8PSK, 16PSK, 16QAM, 64QAM, 128QAM, 
and 256QAM, according to the received signal to 
interference ratio. 

25 12. The mobile communication system according to 
claim 1 , wherein the spread spectrum unit selects 
a suitable spread spectrum rate according to the re- 
ceived signal to interference ratio. 

30 13. A multicarrier code division multiple access trans- 
mitting apparatus comprising: 

a slot generating unit that generates, for each 
subcarrier group unit, a slot consisting of a com- 
mon pilot portion, a known series portion which 
a receiving apparatus uses to estimate a signal 
to interference ratio, and a data portion, by us- 
ing transmission data converted for each sub- 
carrier group, copies each slot by a predeter- 
mined number of subcarriers : and outputs the 
slots; 

a modulating unit that modulates the copied 
signal for each subcarrier unit within the sub- 
carrier group; 

a spread spectrum unit that frequency spreads 
a spectrum of each of subcarrier signals within 
the modulated subcarrier group; 
a transmission power control unit that controls 
transmission power of the subcarrier signal af- 
ter the spread spectrum, for each subcarrier 
group; 

a multiplexing unit that multiplexes the subcar- 
rier signal afterthe transmission power control, 
for each subcarrier group; and 
a transmitting unit that generates a predeter- 
mined signal by carrying out an inverse Fourier 
transformation processing, a guard interval set- 
ting processing, and a frequency conversion 



5. The mobile communication system according to 
claim 3, wherein the SIR estimating unit makes a 
result of the division obtained for each subcarrier 5 
group as an estimate signal to interference ratio. 

6. The mobile communication system according to 
claim 5, wherein the SIR estimating unit averages 
the result of the division obtained for each subcar- 10 
rier group, over a plurality of slots for each subcar- 
rier group., and makes a result of the averaging as 
an estimate signal to interference ratio. 

7. The mobile communication system according to 15 
claim 1 , wherein the SIR estimating unit comprises: 
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processing to the multiplexed subcarriersignal, 
and transmits the generated signal to a trans- 
mission line. 

14. The multicarrier code division multiple access 5 
transmitting apparatus according to claim 13, 
wherein the modulating unit selects any one of mod- 
ulation systems from among BPSK, QPSK, 8PSK, 
16PSK, 16QAM, 64QAM : 128QAM, and 256 QAM, 
according to the received signal to interference ra- 10 
tio. 

15. The multicarrier code division multiple access 
transmitting apparatus according to claim 13, 
wherein the spread spectrum unit selects a suitable is 
spread spectrum rate according to the received sig- 
nal to interference ratio. 

16. A multicarrier code division multiple access receiv- 
ing apparatus comprising: 20 

a receiving unit that converts the received sig- 
nal on the transmission line into a baseband 
signal, and carries out a Fourier transformation 
processing to the baseband signal; 25 
a common pilot extracting unit that extracts the 
common pilot portion included in each of the 
Fourier-transformed subcarrier signals; 
a channel estimating unit that calculates a 
channel estimate value for each subcarrier, by 30 
using the common pilot portion; 
a delay unit that delays each Fourier-trans- 
formed subcarrier signal by a time required to 
carry out the extraction processing, and the 
channel estimate processing; 35 
a fading compensating unit that carries out a 
fading compensation to each of the delayed 
subcarrier signals, by using each of the channel 
estimate values; 

an inverse spread spectrum unit that inverse 40 
spreads frequency of each of the fading-com- 
pensated subcarrier signals; 
a SIR estimating unit that estimates the signal 
to interference ratio by using the known series 
portion included in the subcarrier group signal 4 $ 
after the inverse spread spectrum; and 
a demodulating unit that demodulates the sub- 
carrier group signal after the inverse spread 
spectrum. 

50 

17. The multicarrier code division multiple access re- 
ceiving apparatus according to claim 16, wherein 
the channel estimating unit first calculates a chan- 
nel estimate value for one subcarrier, then calcu- 
lates a linear interpolation value between two slots 55 
by using the calculated channel estimate value of 
the subcarrier and a channel estimate value of a 
subcarrier calculated when the next slot is input, 
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and outputs a result of the calculation as a channel 
estimate value. 

18. The multicarrier code division multiple access re- 
ceiving apparatus according to claim 16, wherein 
the SIR estimating unit comprises: 

a known-series extracting unit that extracts the 
known series portion; 

a known-series generating unit that generates 
a known series already known; 
an inverse modulating unit that removes a mod- 
ulation component of the known-series portion 
by utilizing the known series; 
a first averaging unit that suppresses a noise 
component by carrying out an in-phase averag- 
ing processing using the known series portion 
after the removal of the modulation component; 
a first squaring unit that calculates signal power 
by squaring the known series portion after the 
averaging processing; 

a re-modulating unit that carries out a re-mod- 
ulation processing by using the known series 
and the known series portion after the averag- 
ing processing; 

a subtracting unit that subtracts the re-modu- 
lated signal from the known series portion ex- 
tracted by the known-series extracting unit; 
a second squaring unit that squares the signal 
after the subtraction; 

a second averaging unit that carries out an av- 
eraging processing of interference power by 
using a signal output from the second squaring 
unit; 

a dividing unit that divides the signal power by 
the averaged interference power; 
a subcarrier group averaging unit that com- 
bines each result of the division obtained for 
each subcarrier group, and averages the com- 
bined result by dividing it with a number of sub- 
carrier groups used for the combining; and 
a slot averaging unit that averages the signals 
averaged using the number of the subcarrier 
groups, over a plurality of slots. 

19. The multicarrier code division multiple access re- 
ceiving apparatus according to claim 18, wherein 
the SI R estimating unit makes the output of the sub- 
carrier group averaging unit as an estimate signal 
to interference ratio. 

20. The multicarrier code division multiple access re- 
ceiving apparatus according to claim 18, wherein 
the SIR estimating unit makes a result of the division 
obtained for each subcarrier group as an estimate 
signal to interference ratio. 

21. The multicarrier code division multiple access re- 
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ceiving apparatus according to claim 20, wherein 
the SIR estimating unit averages the result of the 
division obtained for each subcarrier group, over a 
plurality of slots for each subcarrier group, and 
makes a result of the averaging as an estimate sig- 5 
nal to interference ratio. 

22. The multicarrier code division multiple access re- 
ceiving apparatus according to claim 16, wherein 

the SIR estimating unit comprises: 10 

a known-series extracting unit that extracts the 
known series portion; 

a known-series generating unit that generates 
a known series already known; 15 
an inverse modulating unit that removes a mod- 
ulation component of the known-series portion 
by utilizing the known series; 
a first averaging unit that suppresses a noise 
component by carrying out an in-phase averag- 20 
ing processing using the known series portion 
after the removal of the modulation component; 
a first squaring unit that calculates signal power 
by squaring the known series portion after the 
averaging processing; 25 
a re-modulating unit that carries out a re-mod- 
ulation processing by using the known series 
and the known series portion after the averag- 
ing processing; 1 

a subtracting unit that subtracts the re-modu- 30 
lated signal from the known series portion ex- 
tracted by the known-series extracting unit; 
a second squaring unit that squares the signal 
after the subtraction; 

a second averaging unit that carries out an av- 35 
eraging processing of interference power by 
using a signal output from the second squaring 
unit; 

a first slot averaging unit that averages the av- 
eraged interference power, over a plurality of 
slots; 

a dividing unit that divides the signal power by 
the averaged interference power obtained by 
averaging over the slots; 

a subcarrier group averaging unit that com- 45 
bines each result of the division obtained for 
each subcarrier group, and averages the com- 
bined result by dividing it with a number of sub- 
carrier groups used for the combining; and 
a slot averaging unit that averages for a plural- so 
ity of slots, the signals averaged using the 
number of the subcarrier groups. 

23. The multicarrier code division multiple access re- 
ceiving apparatus according to claim 22, wherein 55 
the SIR estimating unit makes the output of the sub- 
carrier group averaging unit as an estimate signal 

to interference ratio. 



. The multicarrier code division multiple access re- 
ceiving apparatus according to claim 22, wherein 
the SIR estimating unit makes a result of the division 
obtained for each subcarrier group as an estimate 
signal to interference ratio. 

. The multicarrier code division multiple access re- 
ceiving apparatus according to claim 24, wherein 
the SIR estimating unit averages the result of the 
division obtained for each subcarrier group, over a 
plurality of slots for each subcarrier group, and 
makes a result of the averaging as an estimate sig- 
nal to interference ratio. 
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